MAY. 25.2004 10:35PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 860-286-0115 NO. 497 P. 14 

' ' RECEIVED 

CENTRAL f%X CENTER 
OTUNOTD STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK. OFFICE «AY « 5 2004 



Applicant: Price et al 
Serial Na; 09/916,116 
Filed: July 26, 2002 

Per COMPRESSIBLE FOAM TAFE$ AND 

METHOD OF MANUFACTURE 



TtfERBOF 



* Group Art Umt l 1 



Jbsarniner. V. Chans 



By Facsimile; 703-872-9306 

Concessioner for Patents 
PA Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



I, Brett W. KUliermy declare as feEflws: 

L I am a co^veDtor of the dxtmifoaetf patent application, the -116 
application". 

2 J havfi fea d ^understood the '116 appUcation and the Final Office Atfioix 
dated November 25, 2003, I have™ read and ttr^er^ U.S. Pate^ No. 3.839,087 to 
BirohalletaL 

3. Flexography tapes fbrflcxo^hiopriiitiBSSena^y oompriKarehi&iciiig 
film (for cxm^e poly^taOThthalate (PET)) adhered to » feaa. A Stat adhesive oa 
one side of *e roam ii used to ^totapatothapiW^cylinte, ««U wooA adhrfve 
TO ,»„ ride of the t.lnfcrcing film is u^ed to adhere the tape* the priming plato. 



PAGE 1 6 * RCVD AT 5/2S/2004 1 1 :32:20 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1 (0 " DN1S:8729306 * CSID:186028e01l5 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-26 



IW. 25. 2004 10:35flM CfiNTOR COLBURN LLP 860-286-0115 



NO. 497 P. 15 



fcGP-0062 



4 Tho present invention is directed to flexography tapes comprising a 
cleanly removable from the printing cylinder and/orptate. 

5 As described in my prsviom doctor we have unexpectedly developed 
evidence thatctor, removal oftheflexo^hytap^pi^^^i^rnalCcob^ve) 
More of 0* rciuforobg layer, and not Mure of the bondbetween the fcam and the 
rdnW layer. Evidence of cohesive ihilwe of the ^dngl^M^sca^ 

aerographs and ESCA data of the airfaces of the polyurethanc fcam sad the 
^fcglayer. It *aa further ^d^atwatogthe ^ oftr*reir» B layer pr,or 
.op^gfhefham.vvhienwouldbe expected to imp^vc the bo^B^ between the fb3m 
^.heiianfoicmgtaver.MeduDyield^tbaicoiddbe cleanly removed. 

6. Another ezpetune* was design^dto te« ^h^ole^r.smovalof the tapeis 
due to cohesive Mure of the reinforcing layer, rafter than the strength of thebond between 
tofean ,end* e reinforcing layer. Into ^sriment, apolyurethane foam as described m 
the '116 application.™ ewlotfo ^^PETremforcias^. The foam was the* 
OTsaha^asdcscTibedmtoeH^ 

hand. The foam peelod off with relativo ease. Tie peeled surface afmefoamwas observed 
to have a characteristic "flowed" appearance on the side that was stripped from the PET, 
todieatingthe presence of a tt™ PET layer on the foam. Next, second polyurethane foam 
was castonto the same side of the same PET teinfbrcing layer. The Crosshatch and peel test 
was repeated. Again, the foam peeled off with relative ease, and was observed to have a 
ftosted appearance indicative of tbepieseuoe OfPET on the surface of UM peeled {bam, 

B. It can therefore bo concluded that the second foam was separated from the 
String layer as a resell of cohesive failure of the reinforcing film, tamer than a weak 
boundary layer « the sur^e of the PET Sim. If renW were toe result of aweakboundary 
Uyer atthe surfece ofthe PET mm, m layer would have been removed along with the first 
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flayer, and no PET wotfdhive oeeaobaervedontheaurfa* of *e aecond foam hry*. 
The lackof adequate cohesive atro^maiePEIiemforoingkya does not, therefore, 
app^tobethere.attorhadoquiite^edaamngorawe^boundfflylpyer. 

8. I dedare that all statements made herein of my own knowkdge are true and 
that all staler™* made on information and belief are believed to be trae-, aid tether that 
to stated v^re made with the knowledge that M toe rtaKmena and the like so 
nfr arep^taMc by fin or imprisinn^ or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that »«=h fidae statements mayjeopardiM the validity of the 
application or document, or any paWnlTesulting therefrom. 
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